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Note: While there are commentaries on 26 books of the Bible, not all chapters and verses have comments.
Introduction

The Coming of Judgment Upon Judah
- Zephaniah -
Zephaniah identified himself as being the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah. His prophetic work was done in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. Zephaniah delivered a message of doom to his people. Through his eyes the future looked dim for his nation. Zephaniah is remembered for what he said about the great day of the Lord being near. God said, "I will utterly consume all things from off the land." (Zephaniah 1:2) Zephaniah believed that the Jews would soon face certain judgment. They were guilty of turning from the true and living God to idol worship. Zephaniah was not the first prophet to predict the coming of the Day of the Lord. He did give specific meaning to that concept. He saw that day as a day of wrath and despair. At the coming of the Day of the Lord sins would be punished.

Zephaniah lived in Jerusalem. He was contemporary with Nahum, Habakkuk and Jeremiah. He called on the faithful remnant to seek the Lord. The focus in each of the three chapters of Zephaniah is "the Day of the Lord." Zephaniah, along with a few other prophets, described the moral collapse of the people of God. Judah claimed to be God"s people but they were living in spiritual adultery. The Lord said through Zephaniah "I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the Lord, and that swear by Malcham; And them that are turned back from the Lord; and those that have not sought the LORD, nor enquired for him." (Zephaniah 1:4-6) The great lesson is again obvious in this short book; the steadfast, faithful and obedient will be blessed by God. We also observe that those who turn away from God must repent or they will face the wrath of God.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-3 

An announcement of coming judgment -- Zephaniah 1:1-3 : This little book begins, "The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah." Zephaniah affirms that the message that he wrote was an inspired message from God. The destruction pictured in the book of Zephaniah was a complete destruction. This sounds like what took place during the captivity by Babylon. God promised to utterly consume all things from off the land. As Lord, Jehovah promised to destroy everything in their world. Remember, this was to happen as punishment for their sin and rebellion. Solomon wrote, "Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard." (Proverbs 13:15) In a figurative way God said, "I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord." (Zephaniah 1:3) The stumblingblocks that were to be cut off were the idols that would be destroyed by captivity. Israel never committed idolatry after the return from captivity.



Verses 4-6 

God"s wrath coming upon Judah -- Zephaniah 1:4-6 : God promised that He would reach out to punish Judah and Jerusalem. The punishment would be so great that nothing would remain. Both Baal and the pagan priest would be overthrown. God"s hand would be stretched out against Judah and upon all the inhabitants of capital city, Jerusalem. 2 Kings 23:4-5 pictures the overthrow of Baal in these words. "The king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven." Many went upon the housetops for the purpose of worshipping the sun, moon and stars. God would destroy them also. These people tried to mix idolatrous worship with the worship of the true and living God. They would bow down to the god Malcham, the chief god of the Ammonites while claiming loyalty to Jehovah. Nothing would remain of anyone who had turned back from the Lord or that had failed to seek Him.



Verses 7-13 

The day of the LORD is at hand -- Zephaniah 1:7-13 :, Zephaniah 1:7 says, "Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests." This verse is the same in meaning as Habakkuk 2:20, "But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him." The Day of the Lord had come and Judah would be taken to Babylon. The Lord had invited the entire world to observe the judgment that was to be sent upon His disobedient people. God promised to punish the national leaders and their families because they were responsible for introducing and allowing the evil that filled the land. Those that joined the evil leaders in idol worship would likewise be punished severely. God promised that crys would be heard when the invasion came. The commercial center of that day, Maktesh would be wiped out. The merchants would howl because of the punishment. How surprised some were going to be punished as they were? They had said, "The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil." Calamity was coming upon their city because of sin and they were too blind to see. God predicted that the invasion would come. He said, "Their possessions will be taken, their homes left in ruins. They will not get to live in the houses they build, or drink wine from the grapes in their own vineyards." Sin brings sure and certain misery.



Verses 14-18 

The day of the Lord described -- Zephaniah 1:14-18 : The prophet wrote, "The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly." God gave the people warning, but they continued in their rebellion. Zephaniah described the terrible day of the Lord telling the people that it would be a day of wrath or anger and a day of trouble and torment. There would be disaster and destruction. It would be a time of darkness and despair. There would be storm clouds and shadows. The fulfillment of this prediction is seen in 2 Kings 24 and 25. It was a time of terrible destruction. The trumpet would sound forth the battle cry but the fortified cities and the mighty fortresses would fall. Sin brings punishment and humiliation. This distress was being brought upon them "because they have sinned against the Lord." Without allowing God to be in control men walk in the perplexing doubt of uncertainty. These people would literally have their blood poured out by the sword of their enemies. At times an invading army might be stopped by the offer of money. But the Lord said, "Not even your silver or gold can save you on that day when I, the Lord, am angry." God would use the Babylonians to make a "speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land." "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God." (Hebrews 10:31)

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction 

God"s Wrath Coming Upon The Nations
- Zephaniah Two -
Zephaniah called upon his people to repent before the Day of the Lord came upon them. The people had become callused to evil and they had lost all sense of shame. Continuation in sin brings you to the point where you do not even blush at sin. Jeremiah 8:12 says, "Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD." It was not too late for God"s people if they would (1) Humbly obey the LORD, (2) Come and worship Him, and (3) Do right and be humble. Those that turn to the Lord will be hidden from His wrath. Zephaniah had total respect for the sovereignty of God. He believed that if the people would repent and seek the Lord that "it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger."

God also pronounced sure and certain judgment upon the heathen nations that had rejected Him. In a graphic way God"s judgment against the nations that surrounded His people was set forth. Located to the west was the Philistine. They would face God"s wrath. Moab and Ammon were to the east. They were as wicked as Sodom and Gomorrah and would therefore receive severe punishment. Ethiopia to the south would also be destroyed. Assyria to the north would soon to be destroyed. All nations will be judged by how they have responded to God"s people and to God"s commandments.



Verses 1-3 

Repent before it is too late -- Zephaniah 2:1-3 : God"s people had become a disgraceful nation. God called upon them to gather around and focus their attention on correcting those things wherein they had failed in their relationship with Him. The gathering together was to be a time of mourning and repentance. Zephaniah called upon them to repent and correct their evils before it was too late. If they failed to repent the Lord had set a time when His furious wrath would be poured out and they would be swept away. The prophets announced the doom that would happen if the people did not repent. He urged them not to just allow the day to pass as chaff and there be no repentance. We must never neglect, even for a day, getting right with God and staying right with Him. God says, "Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Corinthians 6:2) The Devil says, "there is no hurry, get right later." The message of the prophet was, "Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord"s anger." (Zephaniah 2:3)



Verses 4-7 

God"s Judgment against the Philistines -- Zephaniah 2:4-7 : If Judah failed to repent she would face God"s judgment. The heathen nations would also face the Judgment of the Almighty. Scripture pictures God"s Judgment on Philistia. Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod and Ekron are Philistine cities that were near to God"s people. They had been enemies to God"s people and now they will face proper punishment. God said, Gaza and Ashkelon will be deserted and left in ruins. "Ashdod will be emptied in broad daylight, and Ekron uprooted." God told them that He was their enemy and the He would wipe them out. God would use their sea coast to be a dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks. This would later be a blessing to God"s people as they returned to the homeland from captivity. The remnant of the house of Judah would take that land and use it for pasture. God"s Judgment would come upon Judah because they would not repent. His Judgment would also come against the pagan nations because of their sins.



Verses 8-11 

God"s Judgment against the Moabites and Ammonites -- Zephaniah 2:8-11 : God next dealt with the children of Moab and the children of Ammon, Judah"s neighbors to the east. These heathen nations had insulted and threaten God"s chosen nation. These nations were also idolatrous. God promised that captivity would cut off idol worship. The idols would have no more sacrifices offered to them. Their worship would be entirely destroyed. The Lord says, "He will famish all the gods of the land." God promised that these nations would become like Sodom and Gomorrah. They would be covered with thornbushes and they would become salt pits forever. They would feel the strong sting of divine wrath. Bible students remember the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah with fire from heaven. (Genesis 19) The Moabites and Ammonites would be destroyed with similar decisiveness. Then the remnant of God"s people would possess their land. This remnant was that small group of Jews that returned from captivity in Babylon. (Ezra 2) God said, "This is how Moab and Ammon will at last be repaid for their pride and for sneering at the nation that belongs to me, the Lord All-Powerful."(Zephaniah 2:10) The sin of pride is a preoccupation with self. Pride may damn more souls than any other sin. God hates all sin and He will punish every sin. He especially hates pride because it robs Him of His glory. The person that walks in pride tries to take God off His throne and put self on that throne. God would throw down their idols and all would recognize Him as the superior power of the universe. God promised to judge the Moabites and the Ammonites and to bring them to perpetual desolation.



Verses 12-15 

Judgment against Ethiopia and Assyria -- Zephaniah 2:12-15 : The Ethiopians had also made light of God"s people. They likewise would feel the vengeance of divine wrath. God completed His circle of Judgment by looking north to Assyria. He would make this once prosper nation desolate. It would be a fit habitation only of animals and birds. "The Lord will reach to the north to crush Assyria and overthrow Nineveh." Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria. Nineveh had felt strong and secure. Assyria proves again that "Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18) The destruction would be so complete that only noisy ravens would be heard inside its buildings at night. The beautiful cedar would even be removed from the buildings. This sad description was given of Nineveh in Zephaniah 2:15, "This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand." Only the owls and raves would stand as sentinel in the watchtower overlooking this once great city. Zephaniah simply mentions the coming Judgment. He does not deal with the reasons for the Judgment because that was dealt with in detail by Amos, Isaiah and Nahum.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction 

God Will Restore His People
- Zephaniah Three -
Jerusalem had rebelled and now God"s judgment was coming upon them. The princes, judges, prophets and priests that should have lead God"s people in righteousness had failed. The people refused to heed the message of the godly prophets who pleaded for them to repent. God is a just God and therefore He cannot overlook sin, even the sin of His own people. God promised that "The Day" was coming when He would restore His people to their land. The things that Zephaniah said would happen were fulfilled with the Babylonian captivity and the restoration of the remnant of Judah.

The main captivity was in Babylon but many of the Jews were scattered among other Gentile nations also. During the captivity the people would learn to speak in a pure language; that is they would learn to worship and serve God correctly. They would forever know that idolatry is sinful. God blessed the Jews and brought the remnant back to Jerusalem. There would be great rejoicing when the Jews returned to their home land. "Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem." (Zephaniah 3:14) God loved and preserved His people, even in captivity.



Verses 1-7 

Jerusalem rebelled against God -- Zephaniah 3:1-7 : The people of Jerusalem and the entire nation had rebelled against God. Jerusalem had become a disgusting, corrupt, and lawless city. Those that fail to obey the voice of God and fail to draw near to Him face severe consequences. God"s judgment was especially poured out against Jerusalem because of the worship of false gods (idols) and the mistreatment of the poor and unfortunate among the people. All that could be said about Jerusalem was that she had rebelled against the Creator. Jerusalem (1) Did not obey the voice of God, (2) Did not receive correction from God, (3) Did not trust in the Lord, and (4) Did not draw near to God. These failures are a certain formula for destruction and misery. Both the religious and civil leaders were like lions and wolves as they devoured the people, leaving nothing. The false prophets and false priest proudly led the people away from God. They disgraced the place of worship and abused the law of God. Sadly, these people felt no shame for their actions. But "the Lord does right and is always fair." Nations that forget God bring certain destruction upon themselves. These people should have listened to God. Instead they were corrupt and evil. The doom of the nation was certain so now they can only deal with the consequences of their actions. God said, "Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings." (Zephaniah 3:7) Observe that they were so set on evil that they rose up early to do it.



Verses 8-13 

Wait upon the Lord -- Zephaniah 3:8-13 : God gave a very specific promise that His judgment was coming upon the Jews. He promised that He would punish them with fiery anger. God"s faithful prophets had warned and exhorted His people to be faithful. They refused and now the punishment would be that the entire land of Judah would be devastated by the invading forces. The captivity would bring the people back to respect and service to the one true God. During captivity the people would learn how to speak about God and how to serve and honor Him. Captivity provided a cure for idolatry. The people learned to serve the one true and living God. The majority of the captivity took place in Babylon. Others were scattered in various other parts of the world. Those that were scattered in other places would learn of the rebuilding of the land and the Temple and they too would return to offer sacrifice to the true and living God. God promised that the captivity would do away with those filled with pride and arrogance. The people that returned from captivity would be meek, humble and willing to trust in the Almighty. The Lord promised that He would not destroy any afflicted and poor person that trusted in Him. These were the people that had been taken advantage of by the godless princes and false prophets. This remnant of the people lived right, spoke truth and conduct themselves without fear.



Verses 14-17 

The Lord will bless his people -- Zephaniah 3:14-17 : The expression "Daughter of Zion" refers to Jerusalem and her people. Everyone in Jerusalem could celebrate and shout because they had been delivered from oppression. After seventy years their punishment would be over. Babylon would be overthrown and God"s people would be relieved from oppression. The enemy would literally turn and retreat. As they returned to the homeland the God would be at their side to attend to them. There they did not have to worry nor fear. The Lord was in their midst, therefore it could be said, "Don"t be discouraged or grow weak from fear!" Hope should have been stirred in the hearts of the Jews when God spoke of the return from captivity by telling them that, (1) They would be in His presence, (2) He would save them, (3) He would rejoice over them with joy, (4) They would rest in His love, and (5) He would joy over them with singing. The Lord God wins victory after victory for His people.



Verses 18-20 

Promises from God -- Zechariah : The message of Zephaniah is simple; Judgment is coming, but deliverance will come to those who are willing to repent. God promised that He would gather that remnant that sorrowed over the reproach of His people. He said, "I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden." (Zephaniah 3:18) God promised that He would afflict the nations that had punished the Jews. He also promised that He would bring back the remnant, the people that had repented, to the home land. God promised, "Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame." (Zephaniah 3:19) God promised that He would turn back the captivity. When the time in Babylon had accomplished its purpose God promised that He would restore His nation to their home land. How encouraged the people must have been when God said, "I will lead you home, and with your own eyes you will see me bless you with all you once owned. Then you will be famous everywhere on this earth. I, the LORD, have spoken!" (Zephaniah 3:20)

Today the church is admonished to stay faithful to God in order to receive His blessings. Those that serve God are blessed and those that rebel are punished. Is it your desire to see the will of God done?

